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Reportable Disease: Active Tuberculosis  
 

Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis (M. tuberculosis) and usually affects the lungs. TB is 
spread through the air when an infected person coughs, sings, or 
speaks.  

 In 2015, 192 cases of active Tuberculosis were reported to 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health or 2.8 
cases for every 100,000 residents. 

 Eighty-seven percent of these cases were in persons born 
outside the United States (n=167), largely from Asia (51%), 
Africa (18%), the Caribbean (13%), and Latin America 
(13%). 

 Suffolk County had the highest incidence rate at 6.4 cases 

per 100,000 residents, followed by Worcester County at 
3.4 and Middlesex County at 3.2 cases per 100,000 
residents. 

 In 2015, Massachusetts had 30 cases (21%) that were 
resistance to one or more TB drugs, and seven cases 
resistant to INH and RIF (5%), or multi-drug resistance TB 
(MDR-TB). 
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Data are current as of 2/2016 and may be subject to change 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/lyme/ld_Borreliaburgdorferi.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/lyme/ld_Borreliaburgdorferi.htm
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/conditions/tuberculosis/case-definition/2009/
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/cdc/factsheets/s-u/tuberculosis.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/cdc/tb/summary-data-2015.pdf

